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Human nature: what’s the problem?
Old Testament
Genesis 3:1-24

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” 4But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he
ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loincloths.

8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool* of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But
the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of
you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said,
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 13Then
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.”

14The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
151 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his hee
16To the woman he said,
“I' will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband,
but he shall rule over you.”
17And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
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cursed is the ground because of you;

in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread,

till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;

for you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.”

20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.2 21And
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

22Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil.
Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23therefore
the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24He
drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword
that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

New Testament

Romans 5:12-21
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12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin
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is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose
sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.

15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more
have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for
many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17For
if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive
the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so
by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in to increase the
trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, grace
also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 7:14-25
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14For we know that the law is spiritual, but | am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15For | do not understand
my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. 16Now if | do what | do not
want, | agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within
me. 18For | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the desire to do what is
right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is
what | keep on doing. 20Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells
within me.

21So | find it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For | delight in the law
of God, in my inner being, 23but | see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind
and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that | am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, | myself
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh | serve the law of sin.
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1 Peter 5:8-10

8vnarte, ypnyopnoate. 0 avtidikog UV SLABoA0g WG AEwV WPUOUEVOGS TIEPLTATET {NTWV TVa
KQTOTTLETY- 9 AVTIOTNTE OTEPEOL T THOTEL, EI6ATEC TA VT TWV TMAONUATWV Tf £V TM KOOUW VUGV
adeAdotntL émteAeiobal. 106 6 Be0¢ maong xapLtog, 6 kahéoog UGG eig TV alwviov avtod §ofav €v
Xplot®, OAlyov mabovtag autog kataptiosl, otnpitel, cBevwoel, Bepehlwocl.

8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while,
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you.

Qur'an

Surah al-Bagara 2:30-39
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30. Behold thy Lord said to the angels: “I will create a vicegerent on earth.” They said “Wilt thou place
therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood? Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and
glorify Thy holy (name)?” He said: “I know what ye know not.”
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31. And He taught Adam the nature of all things; then He placed them before the angels and said: “Tell
Me the nature of these if ye are right.”
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32. They said: “Glory to Thee of knowledge we have none save that Thou hast taught us: in truth it is
Thou who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom.”
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33. He said: “O Adam! tell them their natures.” When he had told them God said: “Did | not tell you that
| know the secrets of heaven and earth and | know what ye reveal and what ye conceal?”
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34. And behold We said to the angels: “Bow down to Adam”; and they bowed down not so Iblis he
refused and was haughty he was of those who reject Faith.
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35. We said: “O Adam! dwell thou and thy wife in the garden and eat of the bountiful things therein as
(where and when) ye will but approach not this tree or ye run into harm and transgression.”
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36. Then did Satan make them slip from the (garden) and get them out of the state (of felicity) in which
they had been. We said: “Get ye down all (ye people) with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be
your dwelling place and your means of livelihood for a time.”
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37. Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of inspiration and his Lord turned toward him; for He is Oft-
Returning Most Merciful.
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38. We said: “Get ye down all from here; and if as is sure there comes to you guidance from Me”
whosoever follows My guidance on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.
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39. “But those who reject Faith and belie Our Signs they shall be Companions of the Fire; they shall
abide therein.”

Surah al-A’raf 7:10-27 and 175-179

10. It is We who have placed you with authority on earth and provided you therein with means for the
fulfillment of your life: small are the thanks that ye give!
Section 2
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11. It is We who created you and gave you shape; then We bade the angels bow down to Adam and they
bowed down; not so Iblis; he refused to be of those who bow down.
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12. (God) said: “what prevented thee from bowing down when | commanded thee?” He said: “l am
better than he: thou didst create me from fire and him from clay.”

O &Ll e 6] #3306 gud 8B of &l 63 b ghe Ll JB -\ Y
13. (God) said: “Get thee down from this: it is not for thee to be arrogant here: get out for thou art of
the meanest (of creatures).”
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14. He said: “give me respite till the day they are raised up.”
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15. (God) said: “be thou among those who have respite.”
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16. He said: “because Thou hast thrown me out of the way lo! | will lie in wait for them on Thy straight
way.

O 055 paF81 i Yaprghilad 025 wgilall 553 gals (o5 ol ot 03 oY E -1V
17. “Then will | assault them from before them and behind them from their right and their left: nor wilt
Thou find in most of them gratitude (for Thy mercies).
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18. (God) said: “Get out from this disgraced and expelled. If any of them follow thee hell will | fill with
you all.
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19. 0 Adam! dwell thou and thy wife in the garden and enjoy (its good things) as ye wish: but approach
not this tree or ye run into harm and transgression.”
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20. Then began satan to whisper suggestions to them bringing openly before their minds all their shame
that was hidden from them (before): he said “Your Lord only forbade you this tree lest ye should
become angels or such beings as live for ever.”
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21. And he swore to them both that he was their sincere adviser.
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22. So by deceit he brought about their fall: when they tasted of the tree their shame became manifest
to them and they began to sew together the leaves of the garden over their bodies. And their Lord
called unto them: “Did | not forbid you that tree and tell you that satan was an avowed enemy unto
you?”
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23. They said: “our Lord! we have wronged our own souls: if Thou forgive us not and bestow not upon
us Thy mercy we shall certainly be lost.”
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24. (God) said: “Get ye down with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be your dwelling-place and
your means of livelihood for a time.”
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25. He said: “therein shall ye live and therein shall ye die; but from it shall ye be taken out (at last).”
Section 3
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26. O ye children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame as well as to be
an adornment to you but the raiment of righteousness that is the best. Such are among the signs of God
that they may receive admonition!
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27. O ye children of Adam! let not satan seduce you in the same manner as he got your parents out of
the garden stripping them of their raiment to expose their shame: for he and his tribe watch you from a
position where ye cannot see them: We made the evil ones friends (only) to those without faith.
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175. Relate to them the story of the man to whom We sent our signs but he passed them by: so satan
followed him up and he went astray.
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176. If it had been Our will We should have elevated him with our signs; but he inclined to the earth and
followed his own vain desires. His similitude is that of a dog: if you attack him he lolls out his tongue or if
you leave him alone he (still) lolls out his tongue. That is the similitude of those who reject our signs; so
relate the story; perchance they may reflect.
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177. Evil as an example are people who reject Our signs and wrong their own souls.
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178. Whom God doth guide he is on the right path: whom He rejects from His guidance such are the
persons who perish.
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179. Many are the Jinns and men We have made for Hell: They have hearts wherewith they understand
not eyes wherewith they see not and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle nay more
misguided: for they are heedless (of warning).

Surah Yusuf 12: 50-53.
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50. So the king said : “ Bring ye him unto me.” But when the messenger Came to him, (Joseph) said : “
Go thou back to thy lord, and ask him, * What is The state of mind Of the ladies Who cut their hands’ ?
For my Lord is Certainly well aware Of their snare.”
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51. (The king) said (to the ladies) : “ What was your affair When ye did seek to seduce Joseph from his
(true) self ? ” The ladies said : “ God Preserve us! no evil Know we against him ! ” Said the ’Aziz’s wife : “
Now is the truth manifest (To all) : it was | Who sought to seduce him From his (true) self : He is indeed
of those Who are (ever) true (and virtuous).
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52. “This (say 1), in order that He may know that | Have never been false To him in his absence, And that
God will never Guide the snare of the false ones.

O fea3 3558 35 8le 35 525 B ) 292l BIEY bl & gk F351 1a -0 Y
53. “ Nor do | absolve my own self (Of blame) : the (human soul) Is certainly prone to evil, Unless my
Lord do bestow His Mercy : but surely My Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”



