CMCS Houston Tea and Texts

Psalm 2 and Surah 68: the rejection and vindication of the king/the prophet

Psalm 2
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Why do nations assemble,

and peoples plot vain things;
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kings of the earth take their stand,

and regents intrigue together
against the LORD and against His anointed?
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“Let us break the cords of their yoke,
shake off their ropes from us!”
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He who is enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord mocks at them.
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Then He speaks to them in anger,
terrifying them in His rage,
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“But | have installed My king
on Zion, My holy mountain!”
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Let me tell of the decree:
the LORD said to me,

“You are My son,

| have fathered you this day.
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Ask it of Me,
and | will make the nations your domain;
your estate, the limits of the earth.
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You can smash them with an iron mace,
shatter them like potter’s ware.”
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So now, O kings, be prudent;
acceptdiscipline, you rulers of the earth!
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Serve the LORD in awe;

tremble with fright,*
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pay homage in good faith,

lest He be angered, and your way be doomed
in the mere flash of His anger.

Happy are all who take refuge in Him.

ESV translation

1Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plotin vain?

2The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying,
3“Let us burst their bonds apart

and cast away their cords from us.”

4He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord holds them in derision.

5Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,

6“As for me, | have set my King

on Zion, my holy hill.”

71 will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
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today | have begotten you.

8Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.

9You shall break them with a rod of iron

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

10Now therefore, O kings, be wise;

be warned, O rulers of the earth.

11Serve the Lord with fear,

and rejoice with trembling.

12Kiss the Son,

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.

Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Surah al-Qalam 68
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1. Nun. By the Pen And by the (Record) Which (men) write,—
O st 8y sy e Loy

2. Thou art not, By the grace of thy Lord, Mad or possessed.
O ostas 52 13T A G5 -¥

3. Nay, verily for thee Is a Reward unfailing :

4. And thou (standest) On an exalted standard Of character.
O Osraity Haiitd o

5. Soon wilt thou see, And they will see,
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6. Which of you is Afflicted with madness.
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7. Verily itis thy Lord That knoweth best, Which (among men) Hath strayed from His Path :
And He knoweth best Those who receive (True) Guidance.
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8. So hearken not To those who deny (the Truth).
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9. Their desire is that Thou shouldst be pliant : So would they be pliant.
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10. Need not the type Of despicable man,— Ready with oaths,
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11. A slanderer, going about With calumnies,
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12. (Habitually) hindering (all) good, Transgressing beyond bounds, Deep in sin,
O ey b s i Y

13. Violent (and cruel),— With all that, base-born,—
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14. Because he possesses Wealth and (humerous) sons.

O Esd1 Hablid J6 Wl ale 1) e

15. When to him are rehearsed Our Signs, “ Tales of the Ancients ”, He cries !
O pshoAl e dai 11

16. Soon shall We brand (The beast) on the snout!
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17. Verily We have tried them As We tried the People Of the Garden, When they resolved to
gather The fruits of the (garden) In the morning,
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18. But made no reservation, (“ Ifit be God’s Will ).
O 545 a5 5 53 Caills Lgdle Cildad - 4

19. Then there came On the (garden) A visitation from thy Lord, (Which swept away) all
around, While they were asleep.
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20. So the (garden) became, By the morning, like A dark and desolate spot, (Whose fruit
had been gathered).

Psalm 2/Surah 68 Page 4



O Oeagas 13058 Y

21. As the morning broke, They called out, One to another,—
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22. “ Go ye to your tilth (Betimes) in morning, if ye would gather The fruits. ”
O G 51 il v 7

23. So they departed, conversing In secret low tones, (saying)—
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24. “ Let not a single indigent Person break in upon you Into the (garden) this day. ”
O G ule 152 5-Y0

25. And they opened the morning, Strong in an (unjust) resolve.
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26. But when they saw The (garden), they said: “ We have surely lost our way :
O dsasina ba da-Yv

27. “Indeed we are shut out (Of the fruits of our labor) !”
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28. Said one of them, More just (than the rest) : “ Did | not say to you, ‘ Why not glorify (God)
l?  r»
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29. They said: “ Glory To our Lord! Verily we Have been doing wrong ! ”
O 054590 (avd Sl gl Sl -y

30. Then they turned, one Against another, in reproach.
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31. They said: “ Alas for us ! We have indeed transgressed !
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32. “ It may be that our Lord Will give us in exchange A better (garden) than this : for we do
turn to Him (In repentance) ! ”
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33. Such is the Punishment (In this life) ; but greater Is the Punishment In the Hereafter,— If
only they knew !

Section 2
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34. Verily, for the Righteous, Are Gardens of Delight, In the Presence Of their Lord.
O Eae AR bl Jadil vo

35. Shall We then treat The People of Faith Like the People of Sin ?
O 05485 S ¥

36. What is the matter With you ? How judge ye ?
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37. Or have ye a Book Through which ye learn—

O 53525 W 48 &1 -

38. That ye shall have, Through it whatever Ye choose ?
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39. Or have ye Covenants With Us on oath, Reaching to the Day Of Judgment, (providing)
That ye shall have Whatever ye shall demand ?
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40. Ask thou of them, Which of them will stand Surety for that !
O &alia 18 o 28 ity 1, 2185 248 21 -6y

41. Or have they some “ Partners ” (in Godhead) ? Then let them produce Their “ partners ”,
If they are truthful !

O Osaaaiig Mo 3 A0 ) G305 3l oo Cas&iag €Y

42. The Day that the Shin Shall be laid bare, And they shall be summoned To bow in
adoration, But they shall not be able,—
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43. Their eyes will be Cast down,— ignominy will Cover them ; seeing that They had been
summoned Aforetime to bow in adoration, While they were whole, (And had refused).
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44. Then leave Me alone With such as reject This Message : by degrees Shall We punish
them From directions they perceive not.
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45. A (long) respite will | Grant them : truly Powerful is My plan.
O Gl 2535 ¢ i 1081 palles 41 e

46. Or is it that thou dost Ask them for a reward, So that they are burdened With a load of
debt ?—

O o588 248 Codll b 4l gy
47. Orthatthe Unseen Is in their hands, so that They can write it down ?
O 258a 5h5 520 Y Al Calial (&5 Y5 8l &AL 5uald €A

48. So wait with patience For the Command Of thy Lord, and be not Like the Companion Of
the Fish,— when he Cried out in agony.
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49. Had not Grace From His Lord Reached him, he Would indeed have been Cast off on the
naked Shore, in disgrace.

O Gpadliall G dland 435 2158 -0«
50. Thus did his Lord Choose him and make him Of the company Of the Righteous.
O &siaal &) & ol iy KK 1 st LT 2yl 15 15T 155K (al) 385 )5 -0

51. And the Unbelievers Would almost trip thee up With their eyes when they Hear the
Message ; and they Say : “ Surely he is possessed ! ”

O Cnalall 523 ¥) 58 L oY

52. But itis nothing less Than a Message To all the worlds.

Ali Quli Qarai’s translation:

(68/1) Nun. By the Pen and what they write: (68/2) by your Lord’s blessing, you are not,
crazy, (68/3) and yours indeed will be an everlasting reward, (68/4) and indeed you possess
a great character. (68/5) You will see and they will see, (68/6) which one of you is crazy.

(68/7) Indeed your Lord knows best those who stray from His way, and He knows best
those who are guided. (68/8) So do not obey the deniers, (68/9) who are eager that you
should be flexible, so that they [too] may be flexible [towards you].
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(68/10) And do not obey any vile swearer, (68/11) scandal-monger, talebearer, (68/12)
hinderer of all good, sinful transgressor, (68/13) callous and, on top of that,

baseborn (68/14) —[who behaves in such a manner only] because he has wealth and
children. (68/15) When Our signs are recited to him, he says, ‘Myths of the

ancients!’ (68/16) Soon We shall brand him on his snout.

(68/17) Indeed we have tested them just as We tested the People of the Garden when they
vowed they would gather its fruit at dawn, (68/18) and they did not make any

exception. (68/19) Then, a visitation from your Lord visited it while they were

asleep. (68/20) So, by dawn it was like a harvested field. (68/21) At dawn they called out to
one another, (68/22) ‘Get off early to your field if you have to gather [the fruits].” (68/23) So
off they went, murmuring to one another: (68/24) ‘Today no heedy man shall come to you in
it.’

(68/25) And they set out at early morning, [considering themselves] able to deprive [the
poor of its fruit]. (68/26) But when they saw it, they said, ‘We have indeed lost our

way!’ (68/27) ‘No, it is we who have been deprived!’ (68/28) The most upright among them
said, ‘Did | not tell you, “Why do you not glorify [Allah]?”’ ’ (68/29) They said, ‘Iimmaculate is
our Lord! We have indeed been wrongdoers!’ (68/30) Then they turned to one another,
blaming each other.

(68/31) They said, ‘Woe to us! Indeed, we have been rebellious. (68/32) Maybe our Lord will
give us a better one in its place. Indeed we earnestly beseech our Lord.’ (68/33) Such was
their punishment; and the punishment of the Hereafter is surely greater, had they known.

(68/34) Indeed for the Godwary there will be gardens of bliss near their Lord. (68/35) Shall

We treat those who submit [to Us] as [We treat] the guilty? (68/36) What is the matter with

you? How do you judge! (68/37) Do you possess a scripture in which you read (68/38) that

you shall have in it whatever you choose? (68/39) Do you have a pledge binding on Us until
the Day of Resurrection, that you shall indeed have whatever you decide?

(68/40) Ask them, which of them will aver [any of] that! (68/41) Do they have any ‘partners’
[that they claim for Allah]? Then let them produce their partners, if they are truthful. (68/42)
The day when the catastrophe occurs and they are summoned to prostrate themselves,
they will not be able [to doit]. (68/43) With a humbled look [in their eyes], they will be
overcast by abasement. Certainly, they were summoned to prostrate themselves while
they were yet sound.

(68/44) So leave Me with those who deny this discourse. We will draw them imperceptibly
[into ruin], whence they do not know. (68/45) | will grant them respite, for My devising is
indeed sure.

(68/46) Do you ask them for a reward, so that they are weighed down with debt? (68/47) Do
they possess [access to] the Unseen, so that they write it down? (68/48) So submit
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patiently to the judgement of your Lord, and do not be like the Man of the Fish who called
out as he choked with grief. (68/49) Had it not been for a blessing that came to his rescue
from his Lord, he would surely have been cast on the bare shore, being

blameworthy. (68/50) So his Lord chose him and made him one of the righteous.

(68/51) Indeed the faithless almost devour you with their eyes when they hear this
Reminder, and they say, ‘He is indeed crazy.’ (68/52) Yet it is just a reminder for all the
nations.

New Testament citations of Psalm 2
Acts 4:25-26

23AnoAuBévtec 8¢ AABovV TtpOC ToUC idilouc Kai drryyehav Hoa pdc altouc oi dpxlepeic kal
0i MpeoBUTEPOL gittav. 240i 3¢ dkovoavtec OpoBLPASOV Apav GwVAY TTPOC TOV BEOV Kai
eimav- Aéomota, oU 6 Totoac tOv oUpavov Kai Thv yAv kai Thv 6dAaccav Kai tavta T év
autoig, 250 tol matpog UV 31d vevpatog Ayiou otopatog Aavid tatdog oou eimwy- lvati
EdpLagav £Bvn kai Aaoi EpeAeétnoav Kevad; 26mapéotnoav oi BaclAeig thg yijg kai oi Gpxovteg
ouvnxBnoav £ 10 alto katd tol kupiou kai katd tol xplotol autol. 27cuviAxenoav yap
€U dAnBeiag v T oAsL TavTn £ TOV Qylov Ttaidd oou Incolyv, Ov Exploag, Hpwdng te kai
MNovtiog MAdtoc olv E€Bveaty kai Aaoic lopanA, 28motfjoat 0oa ) xeip cou kai ) BouAn
powploey yeveoBat. 29kai té viv, kUpLe, ETde £ TAC ATEAdC aUTV Kai 5O¢ Toig SoVAOLG
ooUL peTA Tappnoiag tdong AaAgiv TOv Adyov cou, 30€v T() TV XEipA oou EKTeively o€ gig
faowv kai onpeia kai tépata yiveoBat 310 1ol Ovopatog tol ayiou addc oou Incod. 31kal
denBeviwy altv €0aAevBn O ToToCg £V w r]oav ouvnypeévol, kai émAfjobnoav dmravteg tol
ayiou Tvevupatog, kai EAaAouv TOv Adyov 1ol B0l petd tappnoiac.

23When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests
and the elders had said to them. 24And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together
to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and
everything in them, 25who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the
Holy Spirit,

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples plotin vain?

26The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

27for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom
you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of
Israel, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29And
now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your
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word with all boldness, 30while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31And when they had prayed,
the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

Acts 13:33

26'Avdpec adeAdol, uioi yévoug ABpadp Kai oi &v Upiv poBolpevol TOV Bedv, AUV O Adyog
¢ owtnpiag tavtng £€ameotdAn. 270i yap katowkolvteg £v lepovoaAnu kai oi Gpxovteg
aut@v toltov Ayvornoavteg kai Tag dwvag TV tpodnTiv Tg Katd dv cdppatov
AvaylVWOKOPEVAC KpivavTeg EMAfpwaoav, 28kai undepiav aitiav Bavdatou eUpdvteg
Athoavto MAdtov avaipedijvat altov- 29wc 8¢ EtéAsoav tavta td repi altol yeypappeva,
kKaBeAdvteg amd told ELAou £Bnkav gig pvnueiov. 300 5¢€ B0 fyelpev aUTOV €K vekpV- 310¢
WdOn &mi NuEpag mAsiouc Toig cuvavaBdow alt® amno thg FaAaiag ei¢ lepoucainy, oitiveg
vOv giol paptupeg altol mpdg tOV Aaodv. 32kai Aueic Updic eUayyeAllopeBa thyv Tpodg Toug
ratepac EmayyeAiav yevopévny 330t taltny 0 8£0¢ EKTIETMANPWKEV TOIG TEKVOLG UV
dvaotioac Inoolv, We kai év T6 Parp®d yéypamtal T SeuTtépw- Yioc pou &i oV, £yw
OfHEPOV YEYEWNKA O€. 340TL 8€ AvEotnoev AUTOV £K VEKPV HNKETL pEANOVTA UTIOOTPEDELY
ei¢ dladpBopav, oUtwe eipnkev Ott Awow Upiv T 6ota Aauid ta otd. 35310t Kal v ETEpw
Agyetl- OU dwoelg TOv Ooldv oou ideiv dlapBopdv-

26“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has
been sent the message of this salvation. 27For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers,
because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which
are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28And though they found in him
no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29And when they had
carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid himin a
tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead, 31and for many days he appeared to those
who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the
people. 32And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33this
he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second
Psalm,

““You are my Son,
today | have begotten you.’

34And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he
has spoken in this way,

““‘| will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ (Isaiah 55:3)

35Therefore he says also in another psalm,
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““You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ (Psalm 16:10)

Hebrews 1:5;

1MoAupEP®C KAl TIOALTPOTIWC TtAAAL O B0 AAAROAC TOIC TTATPAGCLY €V TOIC TtpodATALG 2ETT
£0XATOL TV AUEPGV TOLTWY EAAANGEY ARV &V LIK), Bv EBnKev KANPOVOuOV TTAVTWY, 3’ 0U
kai émoinoev toUg aivac: 30¢ Wv artavyacpa thg d0&ng kai xapakthp thg Umootdoswg
avtol, dpEpwy te @ dvta T prpatt Thg duvapewg, dt” autold kaBaplopdv TV ApapTV
TiolNodpevoc Ekadloey €v 3§l Th¢ peyaAwouvng €v UPNAoIC, 4ToCOUTW KPEITTWY
yevopevoc TV AyyEAwy Oow dtadopwtepov ap’ altouc KekAnpovopunkev Ovopd.

5Tivt yaIp emév oTe TV AyyEAWV- Yioc pHou €1 oV, £y GrHEPOV YEVEWNKA OE, Kol TLAALV-
Eyw £copal alt® sig matepa, kai autog Eotal pot gig vioy;

1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs.

5For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”?

Or again,

“l will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”? (2 Samuel 7:14)

Hebrews 5:5

1Mac¢ yap dpxlepeuc £€ AvBpwTiwy AapBavépevoc UtEp avepwtiwy kadiotatal Té pog TOv
B0V, ivatpoodEpn dWpd te kai Buoiag UtEp dpaptidv, 2psTplomadsiv SuvApevog Toig
ayvooUot kal MAavwpevolg el kal autdg tepikettal doBévelay, 3kai 5U altnv 0deilel,
kaBwcg mepi tol Aaol, oUtwe kai tepi altol tpoodpEpety tepl Apaptidv. 4kai oUx EauT® TIg
AauBavel Thv Tipnv, GAAG KaAoUpevog Uttd tol 800, kaBwaoTtep kai Aapuiv.

500twc¢ Kai 0 Xplotdg oUx £autov £30&aaosy yevnBfivat pxlepsa, GAN O AaAroag Ttpog
altdv- Yioc pou el 00, £yQ) GAHEPOV YEYEWNKA O+ 6KABKC Kal €V ETEpw Aéyel- ZU iepelc gic
TOV ailiva katd TV Ta&lv MeAxIoEdeK,
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1For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of menin
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently with the ignorant
and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to
offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4And no one takes
this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.

5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him
who said to him,

“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”;

6as he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:4)
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