CMCS Houston
Strangers and Refugees texts

1. The descendants of Joseph and family in Egypt

Torah

Exodus 1
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1These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his
household: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad
and Asher. 5All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6Then
Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7But the people of Israel were fruitful and
increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.

8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9And he said to his people,
“Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them,
lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the
land.” 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for
Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied
and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. 13So they
ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 14and made their lives bitter with hard service, in
mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as
slaves.

15Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the
other Puah, 16“When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is
a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17But the midwives feared God and did not
do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. 18So the king of Egypt called the
midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and let the male children live?” 19The midwives
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and
give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people
multiplied and grew very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22Then
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Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews” you shall cast into the Nile,
but you shall let every daughter live.”

Qur’an

Surah al-Qasas 28
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3. We rehearse to thee some Of the story of Moses And Pharaoh in Truth, For people who believe.
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4. Truly Pharaoh elated himself In the land and broke up Its people into sections, Depressing a small

group Among them : their sons he slew, But he kept alive their females : For he was indeed A maker of
mischief.
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5. And We wished to be Gracious to those who were Being depressed in the land, To make them leaders
(in faith) And make them heirs,
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6. To establish a firm place For them in the land, And to show Pharaoh, Hdman, And their hosts, at their
hands, The very things against which They were taking precautions.
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7. So We sent this inspiration To the mother of Moses : “ Suckle (thy child), but when Thou hast fears

about him, Cast him into the river, But fear not nor grieve : For We shall restore him To thee, and We
shall make Him one of Our apostles.”
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8. Then the people of Pharaoh Picked him up (from the river) : (It was intended) that (Moses) Should be

to them an adversary And a cause of sorrow : For Pharaoh and Haman And (all) their hosts were Men of
sin.
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9. The wife of Pharaoh said : “ (Here is) a joy of the eye, For me and for thee : Slay him not. It may be
That he will be of use To us, or we may adopt Him as a son.” And they Perceived not (what they Were
doing) !

Surah al-A’raf 7

£a9 s 9%E8 1 o

ir phelag (o5iad3 phel3 ELa JB-CgTs 25055 (251§ lodud) 45385 igsh 3361 3238 033 (e Sladl JB3 -V YV

O 09320 (4338


https://biblehub.com/esv/exodus/1.htm#footnotes

127. Said the chiefs of Pharaoh’s people: “wilt thou leave Moses and his people to spread mischief in the
land and to abandon thee and thy gods?” He said: “Their male children will we slay; (only) their females
will we save alive; and we have over them (power) irresistible.”
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128. Said Moses to his people: “Pray for help from God and (wait) in patience and constancy: for the

earth is God’s to give as a heritage to such of his servants as He pleaseth; and the end is (best) for the
righteous.
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129. They said: “We have had (nothing but) trouble both before and after thou comest to us.” He said:

“It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you inheritors in the earth; that so He may
try you by your deeds.”

2. Responsibilities towards strangers

Torah

Exodus 23:9
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You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were sojourners in the
land of Egypt.

Num 15:15-16 cf. Ex 12:49, Lev 24:22, Num 15:29
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For the assembly, there shall be one statute for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you, a
statute forever throughout your generations. You and the sojourner shall be alike before the LORD. One
law and one rule shall be for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you

Levitivus 19:9-10; 23-24
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9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall
you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall
you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: |
am the LORD your God.

.....

When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among
you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. | am
the Lord your God.

Deuteronomy 10:18-19

.....
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[God] executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and
clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Gospels

Matthew 25:31-46

31'0tav &€ €ABN 6 uidg Tol avBpwrou &v T 60N altol Kal mavtec ol dyyehol Het’ aUtol, TOTE KaBioel
£t Opovou 66&ng avtold- 32kat cuvayBricovratl EpnpoaBev avtod mavra ta €0vn, kal dpopioel altolg
ar’ AAMAAwv, Worep 6 monv adopilel Ta mpofata And TV épidwy, 33Kal oTAOEL TA HEV TpoPBaTa €K
€LV auTtol Ta 6¢ £pidLa £€ eLWVUPWY. 34T0TE £pel O Baohelg TOTG €k €LV aUToD- Aslte, ol
gUAoynuévol Tol atpog Pou, KANPOVOUNoaTe THV AToLHacpévny UV Bacdelay amd katafoAfig
KOoUouU. 35¢mneivaoca yap Kal £SwkKaté pot payelv, €diPnoa kal émoticate Ye, EEvog ANV Kal
OUVNYQAYETE W, 36yuuvOoC Kal tepleBAAeTe e, NoBEévnoa kal émeokePaoBE e, £v dulaki ANV Kal
AABate mPog pe. 37toTe AnokplBrioovral alt® ol Sikatol Aéyovteg: KUple, mote og eldopev newvvra Kat
£€0pePapey, i Supdvta kal émoticapev; 38note &€ o eldopev EEvov Kal CUVNYAYOUEY, i YULVOV Kal
niepteBalopev; 39ndte 6¢ o eldopev doBevolvta f év pulakii kal HABopev Tpog og; 40kal amokpLBeig
0 Bao\euc épet aUTolg ApAv Agyw Oy, £’ Goov EmoLoote £vi TOUTWV TOV ASEAPDV pHou TGV
£€\aylotwy, €uol émotnoate. 41tote €pel Kal Tolg £€ ebwvUUWY: NopeleaBe am’ éuol ol katnpapévol ig
1O dp 10 alwviov TO AToLacpévoy TR SLaBoAw Kal Tolg dyyélolg altol. 42¢énesivaoca yap Kal ouk
£6wKateé pot payely, €diPnoa kat oOk énotioate pe, 43EEvog ANV KOL OU CUVNYAYETE E, YUUVOG Kal o0
TiepleBAAeTe pe, AoBevng kal v pulakii kol oUK éneokEPaobE pe. 441ote AmokplOrjoovtal kal adtol
Aéyovteg: KUple, mote oe €ibopev nmewvivra R Supdvta il E€vov A yupvov i doBevij i év dulakii Kal ov
Sinkovnoapév oot 45tote amokplOnoetal alTolg Aéywv: Apnv Aéyw OUly, £’ 0oov oUK EmoLroaTe vl
TOUTWV TGV haxioTtwy, oU8E épot émotioarte. 46Kkal drmeleVoovtat oUTol ei¢ KOAACLY aiwviov, ol 8¢
Sikatol gic Lwnv aiwviov.

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 361 was naked and you
clothed me, | was sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And
when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you
sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one
of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels. 42For | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me
no drink, 431 was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.” 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer
them, saying, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.” 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
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We are all refugees

Torah and Psalms

Leviticus 25

.....

23The land must not be sold permanently, because it is Mine, and you are but foreigners and residents
with Me. 24Thus for every piece of property you possess, you must provide for the redemption of the
land.

Psalm 39
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11When you discipline a man

with rebukes for sin,

you consume like a moth what is dear to him;
surely all mankind is a mere breath! Selah

12“Hear my prayer, O LORD,

and give ear to my cry;

hold not your peace at my tears!

For | am a sojourner with you,

a guest, like all my fathers.

13Look away from me, that | may smile again,
before | depart and am no more!”

Psalm 119
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17Deal bountifully with your servant,
that | may live and keep your word.
180pen my eyes, that | may behold
wondrous things out of your law.

191 am a sojourner on the earth;

hide not your commandments from me!

Epistle: 1 Peter 2:11-12

11Ayanntol, mopakaA®d wg Mapoikoug Kol MAPEMLSAOUS ATéXecBal TWV CAPKIKWYV EMOUMLDV, OLTLVEG
otpatevovTaL KoTd THS YPuxfic: 12ty dvaoctpodniv UHGV €v Tolc EBvecty ExovTeg Kahny, va, €V K
KOTAAAAOD oWV UV WG KAKOTIOLWV, €K TV KaA®V €pywv énomntelovteg 0EAowaol TOV BeoV év NUEPQ
£TILOKOTTAG.
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11Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war
against your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Qur’an

Surah al-Baqara, 2
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177. It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces toward East or West; but it is righteousness to believe
in God and the Last Day and the Angels and the Book and the Messengers; to spend of your substance
out of love for Him for your kin for orphans for the needy for the wayfarer for those who ask and for the
ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer and practice regular charity; to fulfil the contracts which ye
have made; and to be firm and patient in pain (or suffering) and adversity and throughout all periods of
panic. Such are the people of truth the God-fearing.
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36. Serve God and join not any partners with Him: and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, those in

need, neighbors who are near, neighbors who are strangers the companion by your side, the way-farer
(ye meet) and what your right hands possess: for God loveth not the arrogant the vainglorious;

O Cagh BIde 5,380 Gl alid ¢y 41 3BT s 553355 J3dl ol 6935065 sl udll vV
37. (Nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on others or hide the bounties which God hath

bestowed on them; for We have prepared for those who resist faith a punishment that steeps them in
contempt.
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97. When angels take the souls of those who die in sin against their souls they say: “In what (plight)
were ye?” They reply: “Weak and oppressed were we in the earth.” They say: “Was not the earth of God

spacious enough for you to move yourselves away (from evil)?” Such men will find their abode in Hell
what an evil refuge!.
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98. Except those who are (really) weak and oppressed men women and children who have no means in
their power nor (a guide-post) to direct their way.
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99. For these there is hope that God will forgive: for God doth blot out (sins) and forgive again and
again.
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100. He who forsakes his home in the cause of God finds in the earth many a refuge wide and spacious:
should he die as a refugee from home for God and his Apostle his reward becomes due and sure with
God: and God is Oft-Forgiving Most Merciful.

Surat al-Anfal, 8
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26. Call to mind when ye were a small (band) despised through the land and afraid that men might
despoil and kidnap you; but He provided a safe asylum for you strengthened you with his aid and gave
you good things for sustenance: that ye might be grateful.
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72. Those who believed and adopted exile and fought for the faith with their property and their persons
in the cause of God as well as those who gave (them) asylum and aid these are (all) friends and
protectors one of another. As to those who believed but came not into exile ye owe no duty of

protection to them until they seek your aid in religion it is your duty to help them except against a
people with whom ye have a treaty of mutual alliance: and (remember) God seeth all that ye do.
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73. The unbelievers are protectors one of another: unless ye do this (protect each other) there would be
tumult and oppression on earth and great mischief.
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74. Those who believe and adopt exile and fight for the faith in the cause of God as well as those who

give (them) asylum and aid these are (all) in very truth the believers: for them is the forgiveness of sins
and a provision most generous.
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75. And those who accept faith subsequently and adopt exile and fight for the faith in your company

they are of you. But kindred by blood have prior rights against each other in the Book of God. Verily God
is well acquainted with all things.
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Surah Dahr, 76
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5. As to the Righteous, They shall drink Of a Cup (of Wine) Mixed with Kafur,—
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6. A Fountain where The Devotees of God Do drink, making it Flow in unstinted abundance.
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7. They perform (their) vows, And they fear a Day Whose evil flies far and wide.
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8. And they feed, for the love Of God, the indigent, the orphan, and the captive,—
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9. (Saying), “ We feed you for the sake of God alone : No reward do we desire From you nor thanks.
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10. “ We only fear a Day Of distressful Wrath From the side of our Lord. ”
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11. But God will deliver Them from the evil Of that Day, and will Shed over them a light Of Beauty and A
(blissful) Joy.

Surah Dhuha, 93
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6. Did He not find thee An orphan and give thee Shelter (and care) ?
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7. And He found thee Wandering, and He gave Thee guidance.
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8. And He found thee In need, and made Thee independent.

9. Therefore, treat not the orphan with harshness,

10. Nor repulse the petitioner (Unheard) ;



11. But the Bounty Of thy Lord— Rehearse and proclaim !

Surah Hashra, 59
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7. What God has bestowed On His Apostle (and taken Away) from the people Of the townships,—
belongs To God,—to His Apostle And to kindred and orphans, The needy and the wayfarer ; In order that
it may not (Merely) make a circuit Between the wealth among you. So take what the Apostle Assigns to

you, and deny Yourselves that which he Withholds from you. And fear God ; for God Is strict in
Punishment.
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8. (Some part is due) To the indigent Muhajirs, Those who were expelled From their homes and their

property, While seeking Grace from God And (His) Good Pleasure, And aiding God and His Apostle : Such
are indeed The sincere ones ;—
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9. But those who Before them, had homes (In Medina) And had adopted the Faith,— Show their

affection to such As came to them for refuge, And entertain no desire In their hearts for things Given to

the (latter), But give them preference Over themselves, even though Poverty was their (own lot). And
those saved from The covetousness of their own Souls,—they are the ones That achieve prosperity.



