CMCS Houston
Texts on ‘Education’
To get us started: Adam and the names
Torah: Genesis 1:26-27; 2:15-20
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26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

2750 God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
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15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16And

the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die.”

18Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper fit

for him.” 19Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of
the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of
the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.

Qur’an: Surah al-Bagara 2:30-34
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30. Behold thy Lord said to the angels: “l will create a vicegerent on earth.” They said “Wilt thou place
therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood? Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and
glorify Thy holy (name)?” He said: “l know what ye know not.”
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31. And He taught Adam the nature of all things; then He placed them before the angels and said: “Tell
Me the nature of these if ye are right.”
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32. They said: “Glory to Thee of knowledge we have none save that Thou hast taught us: in truth it is
Thou who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom.”
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33. He said: “O Adam! tell them their natures.” When he had told them God said: “Did | not tell you that
| know the secrets of heaven and earth and | know what ye reveal and what ye conceal?”
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34. And behold We said to the angels: “Bow down to Adam”; and they bowed down not so Iblis he
refused and was haughty he was of those who reject Faith.

Qur’an and Hadith

Qur’an
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"Recite: In the name of thy Lord who created man from a clot. Recite: And thy Lord is the Most Generous

Who taught by the pen, taught man that which he knew not." (96:1-5)
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"And thus We have inspired unto you (O Muhammad) an Arabic Qur'an that you may warn the mother of

the towns (Makkah) and all around it" (42:8)

Oslass (el G52 G138 565531 )

"Verily we have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an in order that you may understand" (12:2)
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"And truly this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists),
which the trustworthy Ruh (Jibreel) has brought down upon your heart (O Muhammad) that you may be

(one) of the warners, in the plain Arabic language" (42:192-195)
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Say: "Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? It is those who are endued with

understanding that receive admonition. (39:9)

Hadith
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One who treads a path in search of knowledge has his path to Paradise made easy by God."
Mdslim, Zikr 39; Buhari, ilim 10; EbG Davad, ilim 1; Tirmizi, Kur’an 10, ilim 19; ibni Mace, Mukaddime 17
"The seeking of knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim." - Al-Tirmidhi, 74

"Inquire knowledge and impart it to the people." - Al-Tirmidhi, 107

Narrated Qais bin Kathir:

"A man from Al-Madinah came to Abu Ad-Darda when he was in Dimashg. So he said: 'What brings you O
my nephew?' He replied: 'A Hadith reached me which you have narrated from the Messenger of Allah
(#8).' He said: 'You did not come for some need?' He said: 'No.' He said: 'Did you come for trade?' He said:
'No, | did not come except seeking this Hadith.' So he said: 'Indeed, | heard the Messenger of Allah (£8)
saying: "Whoever takes a path upon which he seeks knowledge, then Allah makes a path to Paradise easy
for him. And indeed the angels lower their wings in approval to the one seeking knowledge. Indeed
forgiveness is sought for the knowledgeable one by whomever is in the heavens and whomever is in the
earth, even the fish in the waters. And superiority of the scholar over the worshiper is like the superiority
of the moon over the rest of the celestial bodies. Indeed the scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, and
the Prophets do not leave behind Dinar or Dirham. The only legacy of the scholars is knowledge, so
whoever takes from it, then he has indeed taken the most able share. (Al-Tirmidhi 41:38)

Zirr bin Hubaish reported:



| went to Safwan bin 'Assal (May Allah be pleased with him) to inquire about wiping with wet hands over
light boots while performing Wudu'. He asked me, "What brings you here, Zirr?" | answered: "Search for
knowledge". He said, "Angels spread their wings for the seeker of knowledge out of joy for what he
seeks". Riyadh Us-Salihin 19

Bible (Mainly on teaching children)

Torah: Deuteronomy 6:1-9
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1“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God commanded
me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2that you
may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his
commandments, which | command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 3Hear
therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply
greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.

4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these words that | command you today shall be
on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall bind
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You shall write them on
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Talmud/Passover Haggadah
Blessed be God who has given the Torah to His people Israel; blessed be He. The Torah speaks of four
sons; a wise one, a wicked one, a simple one, and one who is not able to ask a question.

The wise son asks: “What is the meaning of the testimonies, statutes, and laws which the Lord our God
has commanded us?” Explain to him the laws of the Pesach: that “no dessert may be eaten after the
Passover sacrifice.”

The wicked son asks: “What does this service mean to you?” By the words “to you” he implies that this
service is only for you — not for himself. By excluding himself from the community, he denies God. So
tell him bluntly: “This is done on account of what the Lord did for me when | came out of Egypt.” For me,
not for him; had he been there, he would not have been redeemed.

The simple son asks: “What is this all about?” Tell him, “With a strong hand the Lord brought us out of
Egypt from the house of slavery.”
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As for the son who is unable to ask a question, you must open up the subject to him, as it is written:
“You shall tell your son on that day: This is on account of what the Lord did for me when | came out of

Egypt.”

Wisdom: Proverbs 1:1-9
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1The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:

2To know wisdom and instruction,

to understand words of insight,

3to receive instruction in wise dealing,

in righteousness, justice, and equity;

4to give prudence to the simple,

knowledge and discretion to the youth—

5Let the wise hear and increase in learning,
and the one who understands obtain guidance,
6to understand a proverb and a saying,

the words of the wise and their riddles.

7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

8Hear, my son, your father’s instruction,

and forsake not your mother’s teaching,

9for they are a graceful garland for your head
and pendants for your neck.

Gospels

Mark 4:1-9 1Kal naAw fp€ato SL6Aokelv mapd TV Balacoav. Kal cuvayeTal TPog alTov OXA0G
TAeloToC, WoTe AUTOV €ig mAolov éupavta kabficBal év tf) Baldoaon, kal mdg 6 0xAog PO TRV
BaAacoav £mi TAHC yiic Aoav. 2kal 8iSaokev alToUC év tapaBolais moANG kal EAeyev aUTolC &V TH
S1daxfij autol- 3AkoUEeTe. 160U EfABeVY O omeipwv omelpal. 4kal €yEVeTo &v TQ) OTELPELY O PV EMECeY
Topd TV 680V, Kat AAOeV Ta TETEWA Kol Katédayev avTo. 5kat GANo Emeoev £ TO METPGISEC BTTOU UK
€lxeV ViV TOARY, kal e0OUC £€aveTethey SLA TO pny Exelv BABOC yiic: 6kal dte AvETeEAeV O HALOG
EKQUMOTIO0N Kal 1 TO N €xewv pilav £Enpavon. 7kal GAAo Eneoev eig TA¢ akavOag, kal dvéBnoav al
GkavBal kol cuvenviéav alTo, katl Koprov oUk £8wkeyv. 8kal GA\a £mecev €ig TV Yiv TAV KaAnV, Kal
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£€6160u kapmov avaPaivovta kal avfavopeva, Kal Epepev €v Tplakovta Kal v €nkovta Kal €v
£KaTov. 9kal Eleyev-"0O¢ €xel WTA AKOVELV AKOUETW.

1Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he got into
a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2And he was
teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3“Listen! Behold, a sower
went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured

it. 50ther seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since
it had no depth of soil. 6And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered
away. 70ther seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no

grain. 8And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Luke 17:1-2 1Einev 8¢ mpoc Toug padntag avtol- AvévEektov £otiv ToD T okavSala ur AOsly, Afv
olal 6U ou €pxetal 2Auottelel alT® i AiBog HUALKOC Tiepikettal epl TOV TpdaxnAov altol kal éppurtot
el v BaAacoav f tva okavSaiion TV pkp@OV ToLTWV Eval.

1And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom
they come! 21t would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into
the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin.

Epistles

Ephesians 6:1-4 1Ta tékva, UTIOKOUETE TO1G yovelolv DUV €v Kupiw, Tolto yap oty Sikatov: 2tipa Tov
TOTEPQA GOV Kol THV UNTEPQ, FTLC £0TLV EVTOAR TPWTN £V €mayyehia, 3iva e oot yévnral Kai €on
HaKPOXPOVLOG £ML TAC VG 4Kal ol maTépeg, KN Mapopyilete TA TEKva DUQV, AANG EKTPEDETE QUTA £V
natdeiq kat vouBeoiq kupiou.

1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor your father and mother” (this is the
first commandment with a promise), 3“that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the
land.” 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.

James 3 1Mr) moM\olt §ibacokalol yiveoBe, adeldol pou, eidoteg OTL pellov kKpipo Anppopueda- 2moAa
yap mtoiopev Emavtec. €l Tig v Adyw ol mraiet, oUToC TEAELOC Avrp, Suvatog xaAwaywyfoat kai GAov
TO o®pa. 3ei € ThV IMnwv tol¢ YaAvoug ei¢ Td otopata BaAlopeyv ig 16 meibecbal alTouc AUy, Kal
OMov 10 o®pa alT@v petdyopev. 41600 kal ta mAotla, tnAtkadta évta kat OO AVEUWY OKANPQV
€\auvopeva, PeTayetal UM Elayxiotou mndaAiou omou f opun Tol eUBUVovVTog BoUAeTal 500TwG Kal A
YAQOOO UIKPOV PENOG €0TLV Kal peyala alxel.

1600 AAikov Ttp AALKNV UANV avamret 6kat i yA@ooo ndp, 6 k6opog Th¢ adwkioc n yA\dooa kabiotatal év
TO1¢ HEAEOLY AUV, ) ortthoToa 6Aov TO o@pa kol dAoyilouca TOV TPOXOV TG YEVECEWC Kal pAoyL{opévn
Omo Tfi¢ yeévvng. 7ndoo yap ¢uolg Onpiwv te kol metelvdv Epmet®@v te Kal évoliwv Sapdletal katl
Sedapaotal tfj dpuoeL th) avBpwrivn: 8tAv 6& yAdooav oudeic Sapdoal Suvatal AvOpwwy: AKATACTOTOV
Kokdv, peoth ol Bavatndopou. 9év alth e0Aoyolev TOV KUPLOV Kal MoTépa, Kal €v alTh Katopwueba
ToUC GvBpwroug tolg kad’ opoiwaoty B0l yeyovotag 10£k tol avtol otduartog £€€pxetal ebAoyia Kai
katdpa. ol xpn, adeAdol pou, tadta oltwg yiveoBat. 11untL i mnyr &k tfg avthg omfg BpuEeLl TO YAUKU
Kat o mikpdv; 12un duvaral, adshdoi pou, ouki élaiog motfjoal f aunelog olka; o0te GAUKOV YAUKU
notijoat 0dwp.
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1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what
he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses
so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large
and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot
directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire
course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil,
full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in
the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers,° these things ought
not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig
tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.

13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the
meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast
and be false to the truth. 15This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic. 16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile
practice. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who
make peace.



AND....

What did
Muhammad teach
about Education?

Knowledge in Islam

Islam is a religion based upon knowledge;
for faith in Islam is not blind, rather it is
rooted in reasoning and recognising the
Signs of God’s existence.

The text of the Quran is
replete with verses invit-
ing man to use his intel-
lect, to ponder, to think
and to know; in order to
reflect on the meaning of
life. Prophetic sayings

Science flourished in
medieval Islam, where are also full of references
work in chemistry, sur- to the importance of
gery, mathematics and .

astronomy was pioneered. knowledge. Saylngs

Algebra and the number such as “Seek knowledge

zero were invented in this

P
period, as was the Astrolab evern O:{S fCU‘ as Chl'na
(above). The renowned and Seek knowledge
scholar and physician,
Avicenna authored The f rom the cradle to the
Canon of Medicine, in 920 grave” have echoed
CE, which would be used :
in Europe for the next 600 throughout 1.:he' history of
years. Islam and incited Mus-
lims to seek knowledge

wherever it might be found.

The possessor of knowledge or wisdom has
been given a very precious and powerful
gift. The acquisition of knowledge and un-
derstanding, is something that should be
done actively by everyone. This is why the
scholar and the teacher have always been
held in the highest esteem in Islamic soci-
ety.

Referencing Sources

Muslim scholars went to great lengths to
distill and classify the sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him
(p). These scholars were the first to develop

from a pamphlet from the Muslim Students Association of Alberta

the concept of academic referencing. They only took
information from well-known and reliable sources, to
ensure its authenticity. What has become a required
practice in modern research endeavors, was devel-
oped over a thousand years ago to study the teach-
ings of the Prophet of Islam. It has always been an
Islamic tradition to only take knowledge from legiti-
mate sources. Information is worthless, unless it
comes from a verifiable and accountable source.

This pamphlet contains a few examples of the say-
ings of the Prophet (p) about the importance of edu-
cation and knowledge.

Whosoever follows a path to seek knowledge therein,
God will make easy for him a path to paradise.
source: Muslim Hadith Collection

Education

Education is not only the right, but the duty of every
Muslim, male or female.

The best gift from a father to his child is education
and upbringing.
source: At-Tirmidhi Hadith Collection
Knowledge cannot be acquired with sloth.
source: Muslim Hadith Collection
If anyone acquires knowledge of things which are pleasing
to God, but acquires it only to get some worldly advantage,

The pursuit of religious and secular studies have always been emphasized
in Islam, and are in fact a requirement of faith. The world’s oldest uni-
versity, Al-Azhar (above) was built by Muslims in Cairo, Egypt. It was
first opened on the 7th of Ramadan 361 A.H/ June 22, 972 CE.




he will not experience the scent of Paradise.
source: Abu Dawud Hadith Collection

Teaching

When a man dies, nothing lives on after him,
excepl three things: a continuing charity,
knowledge he imparted that can benefit oth-
ers, or a pious child, who prays for him.
source: Muslim Hadith Collection

Do not wish to be like anyone except in two
cases. A person, upon whom God has be-
stowed wealth and he spends it righteously;
the one whom God has given wisdom and he
acts according to it and teaches it to others.
Source: Bukhari Hadith Collection

Knowledge of Guidance

The example of guidance and knowledge
with which God has sent me is that of abun-
dant rain falling on the earth. Some of
which was fertile soil that absorbed the rain-
water and brought forth vegetation and
grass in abundance. Another portion of it
was hard and held the rainwater and God
benefited the people with it, and they utilized
it for drinking, letting their animals drink
from it and for irrigation of the land for cul-
tivation. A portion of it was barren, which,
could neither hold the water nor bring forth
vegetation. The example is of the person who
comprehends God’s religion and becomes a
source of benefit to him, the one who ac-
quires the knowledge of religion and imparts
it to others and the one who pays no atten-
tion to guidance.

source: Muslim Hadith Collection

The best among you are those who learn the

Quran and teach it.
source: Bukhari Hadith Collection

Near the [final] Hour there will be days during
which religious ignorance will spread, knowl-
edge will be taken away and there will be much

bloodshed.
Source: Bukhari Hadith Collection



