CMCS Houston Textual Studies
Continuing from Surah Maryam

Qur’anic texts to read alongside the Biblical texts relating to Surah Maryam part 4.

Surah Anbiyaa, 21:31
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16. Not for (idle) sport did We Create the heavens and the earth And all that is between !
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17. If it had been Our wish To take (just) a pastime, We should surely have taken It from the things
nearest To Us, if We would Do (such a thing) !

O Oshast Uaa Uil 215 a1 5 5 198 5aid Jlaih) e 3ally s 5 1A
18. Nay, We hurl the Truth Against falsehood, and it knocks Out its brain, and behold, Falsehood doth
perish ! Ah ! woe be to you For the (false) things Ye ascribe (to Us).
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19. To Him belong all (creatures) In the heavens and on earth : Even those who are in His (Very)
Presence are not Too proud to serve Him, Nor are they (ever) weary (Of His service) :

O G5 ¥ S5 Bl §5ad -
20. They celebrate His praises Night and day, nor do they Ever flag or intermit.
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21. Or have they taken (For worship) gods from the earth Who can raise (the dead) ?
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22. If there were, in the heavens And the earth, other gods Besides God, there would Have been confusion
in both ! But glory to God, The Lord of the Throne : (High is He) above What they attribute to Him !
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23. He cannot be questioned For His acts, but they Will be questioned (for theirs).
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24. Or have they taken For worship (other) gods Besides Him ? Say, “ Bring Your convincing proof : this

Is the Message of those With me and the Message Of those before me.” But most of them know not The
Truth, and so turn away.
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25. Not an apostle did We Send before thee without This inspiration sent by Us To him : that there is No
god but I ; therefore Worship and serve Me.
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26. And they say : “ (God) Most Gracious has begotten Offspring.” Glory to Him ! They are (but)
servants raised To honour.

O Gslaag o s 5 J3alls 4582 ¥ -1V
27. They speak not before He speaks, and they act (In all things) by His command.
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28. He knows what is before them, And what is behind them, And they offer no intercession Except for
those who are Acceptable, and they stand In awe and reverence Of His (glory).
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29. If any of them should say, “ I am a god besides Him ”, Such a one We should Reward with Hell : thus
Do We reward those Who do wrong.
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30. Do not the Unbelievers see That the heavens and the earth Were joined together (as one Unit of
Creation), before We clove them asunder ? We made from water Every living thing. Will they Not then
believe ?
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31. And We have set on the earth Mountains standing firm, Lest it should shake with them, And
We have made therein Broad highways (between mountains) For them to pass through : That they
may receive guidance.
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32. And We have made The heavens as a canopy Well guarded : yet do they Turn away from the Signs
Which these things (point to) !
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33. It is He Who created The Night and the Day, And the sun and the moon : All (the celestial bodies)
Swim along, each in its Rounded course.



"“We did not create the heavens and the earth and everything
between them playfully. "7 If We had wished for a pastime, We could
have found it within Us— if We had wished for any such thing. ¥ No!
We hurl the truth against falsehood, and truth obliterates it— see
how falsehood vanishes away! Woe to you [people] for the way you
describe God! " Everyone in the heavens and earth belongs to Him,
and those that are with Him are never too proud to worship Him,
nor do they grow weary; * they glorify Him tirelessly night and day.

'Have they chosen any gods from the earth who can give life to
the dead? **If there had been in the heavens or earth any gods but
Him, both heavens and earth would be in ruins: God, Lord of the
Throne, is far above the things they say: *He cannot be called to
account for anything He does, whereas they will be called to account.
*Have they chosen to worship other gods instead of Him? Say,
‘Bring your proof. This is the Scripture for those who are with me
and the Scripture for those who went before me.” But most of them
do not recognize the truth, so they pay no heed. * We never sent any
messenger before you [Muhammad] without revealing to him:
“T’here is no god but Me, so serve Me.” 2 And they say, ‘The Lord of
Mercy has taken offspring for Himself.’* May He be exalted! No!
They are only His honoured servants: * they do not speak before He
speaks and they act by His command. *He knows what is before
them and what is behind them, and they cannot intercede without
His permission’ —indeed they themselves stand in awe of Him. ?If
any of them were to claim, ‘I am a god beside Him,” We would
reward them with Hell: this is how We reward evildoers.

3 Are the disbelievers not aware that the heavens and the earth
used to be joined together and that We ripped them apart, that We
made every living thing from water? Will they not believe? *' And
We put firm mountains on the earth, lest it should sway under them,
and set broad paths on it, so that they might follow the right direc-
tion, **and We made the sky a well-secured canopy— yet from its
wonders they turn away. **It is He who created night and day,
the sun and the moon, each floating in its orbit. *We have not
granted everlasting life to any other human being before you either
[Muhammad]— if you die, will [the disbelievers| live for ever?

Surah Nur, 24:35
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34. We have already sent down To you verses making things Clear, an illustration from (the story Of)
people who passed away Before you, and an admonition For those who fear (God).
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35. God is the Light Of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His Light Is as if there were a
Niche And within it a Lamp : The Lamp enclosed in Glass : The glass as it were A brilliant star :
Lit from a blessed Tree, An Olive, neither of the East Nor of the West, Whose Oil is well-nigh

Luminous, Though fire scarce touched it : Light upon Light ! God doth guide Whom He will To His
Light : God doth set forth Parables For men : and God Doth know all things.
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36. (Lit is such a Light) In houses, which God Hath permitted to be raised To honour ; for the celebration,
In them, of His name : In them is He glorified In the mornings and In the evenings, (again and again),—
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37. By men whom neither Traffic nor merchandise Can divert from the Remembrance Of God, nor from
regular Prayer, Nor from the practice Of regular Charity : Their (only) fear is For the Day when Hearts
and eyes Will be transformed (In a world wholly new),—
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38. That God may reward them According to the best Of their deeds, and add Even more for them Out of
His Grace : For God doth provide For those whom He will, Without measure.
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39. But the Unbelievers,— Their deeds are like a mirage In sandy deserts, which The man parched with
thirst Mistakes for water ; until When he comes up to it, He finds it to be nothing : But he finds God
(Ever) with him, and God Will pay him his account : And God is swift In taking account.
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40. Or (the Unbelievers’ state) Is like the depths of darkness In a vast deep ocean, Overwhelmed with
billow Topped by billow, Topped by (dark) clouds : Depths of darkness, one Above another : if a man
Stretches out his hand, He can hardly see it ! For any to whom God Giveth not light, There is no light !



*We have sent verses down to you [people] clarifying the right
path, examples of those who passed away before you, and advice for
those who are mindful of God.

3 God is the Light of the heavens and earth. His Light is like this:
there is a niche, and in it a lamp, the lamp inside a glass, a glass like a
glittering star, fuelled from a blessed olive tree from neither east nor
west, whose oil almost gives light even when no fire touches it—
light upon light— God guides whoever He will to his Light; God
draws such comparisons for people; God has full knowledge of
everything— *shining out in houses of worship. God has ordained
that they be raised high and that His name be remembered in them,
with men in them celebrating His glory morning and evening:
%'men who are not distracted,” either by commerce or profit, from
remembering God, keeping up the prayer, and paying the pre-
scribed alms, fearing a day when hearts and eyes will turn over.
¥ God will reward such people according to the best of their actions,
and He will give them more of His bounty: God provides limitlessly
for anyone He will.

¥But the deeds of those who disbelieve are like a mirage in a
desert: the thirsty person thinks there will be water but, when he
gets there, he finds only God, who pays him his account in full—
God is swift in reckoning. *Or like shadows in a deep sea covered by
wave upon wave, with clouds above— layer upon layer of darkness—
if he holds out his hand, he is scarcely able to see it. The one to
whom God gives no light has no light at all.

Surah Zumar, 39: 71-75
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71. The Unbelievers will be Led to Hell in crowd : Until, when they arrive there, Its gates will be opened.
And its Keepers will say, “ Did not apostles come To you from among yourselves, Rehearsing to you the
Signs Of your Lord, and warning you Of the Meeting of this Day Of yours ? ” The answer Will be :
True : but The Decree of Punishment Has been proved true Against the Unbelievers !
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72. (To them) will be said : ““ Enter ye the gates of Hell, To dwell therein : And evil is (this) Abode of the
arrogant ! ”
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73. And those who feared Their Lord will be led To the Garden in crowds : Until behold, they arrive there
; Its gates will be opened ; And its Keepers will say : “ Peace be upon you ! Well have ye done ! Enter ye
here, To dwell therein.”
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74. They will say : “ Praise be to God, Who has Truly fulfilled His promise To us, and has given us (This)
land in heritage : We can dwell in the Garden as we will : how excellent A reward for those Who work
(righteousness) !
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75. And thou wilt see The angels surrounding the Throne (Divine) On all sides, singing Glory And Praise
to their Lord. The Decision between them (At Judgment) will be In (perfect) justice, And the cry (on all
sides) will be, ““ Praise be to God, The Lord of the Worlds ! ”

"Those who rejected the Truth will be led to Hell in their throngs.
When they arrive, its gates will open and its keepers will say to them,
‘Were you not sent your own messengers to recite the revelations of
your Lord to you and warn you that you would meet this Day?’ and
they will say, ‘Yes indeed we were.” But the sentence of punishment
will have been passed against those who rejected the truth. It will be
said, ‘Enter the gates of Hell: there you will remain. How evil is the
abode of the arrogant!’

*Those who were mindful of their Lord will be led in throngs to
the Garden. When they arrive, they will find its gates wide open, and
its keepers will say to them, ‘Peace be upon you. You have been good.
Come in: you are here to stay,” “*and they will say, ‘Praise be to God
who has kept His promise to us and given us this land as our own.
Now we may live wherever we please in the Garden.” How excellent
is the reward of those who labour! 7 You | Prophet] will see the angels
surrounding the Throne, glorifying their Lord with praise. True
judgement will have been passed between them, and it will be said,
‘Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.’

Surah Ibrahim, 14: 74-52
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44. So warn mankind Of the Day when the Wrath Will reach them : then will The wrong-doers say :
Our Lord ! Respite us (if only) For a short Term : we will Answer Thy Call, and follow The apostles ! ”
What ! were ye not wont To swear aforetime that ye Should suffer no decline ?
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45. “ And ye dwelt in the dwellings Of men who wronged their own Souls ; ye were clearly shown How
We dealt with them ; And We put forth many Parables In your behoof !
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46. Mighty indeed were the plots Which they made, but their plots Were (well) within the sight Of God,
even though they were Such as to shake the hills !
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47. Never think that God would fail His apostles in His promise : For God is Exalted in Power,— The
Lord of Retribution.
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48. One day the Earth will be Changed to a different Earth, And so will be the Heavens, And (men) will
be marshalled Forth, before God, the One, The Irresistible ;
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49. And thou wilt see The Sinners that day Bound together in fetters ;—
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50. Their garments of liquid pitch, And their faces covered with Fire ;
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51. That God may requite Each soul according To its deserts ; And verily God is Swift In calling to
account.
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52. Here is a Message for mankind: Let them take warning therefrom, And let them know that He Is (no
other than) One God : Let men of understanding Take heed.

“Do not think [Prophet| that God is unaware of what the dis-
believers“ do: He only gives them respite until a Day when their eyes
will stare in terror. ¥ They will rush forward, craning their necks,
unable to divert their eyes, a gaping void in their hearts. *So warn
people of the Day when punishment will come to them, and when
the disbelievers will say, ‘Our Lord, give us a little more time: we
shall answer Your call and follow the messengers.” Did you [dis-
believers] not swear in the past that your power would have no end?
*You lived in the same places as others who wronged themselves
before, and you were clearly shown how We dealt with them— We
gave you many examples. *They made their plots, but, even if their
plots had been able to move mountains, God had the answer.

*So do not think [Prophet]| that God will break His promise to
His messengers: He i1s mighty, and capable of retribution. *One
Day— when the earth is turned into another earth, the heavens into
another heaven, and people all appear before God, the One, the
Overpowering— *you [Prophet] will see the guilty on that Day,
bound together in fetters, **in garments of pitch, faces covered in
fire. *'[All will be judged] so that God may reward each soul as it
deserves: God is swift in His reckoning.

**This 1s a message to all people, so that they may be warned by it,
and know that He is the only God, and so that those who have minds
may take heed.




Some more Biblical texts

1 John 1:5-10

5Kai &otiv ot 1| dyyehia v dknkodapev an’ adtod Kol dvayyéllopey DUV, 6Tl 0 B0g DG 6TV Kol
okotia &v avTd ovK EoTv 0vdepia. BEAV eimmpey dTL Kowvmviav Eyopev Pet’ adTod Kol &V 1@ GKOTEL
TEPMATAOUEV, YELOOUED Kol 00 TToloDUEV TNV GANOEIOV: 7€0V 08 &V TA POTI TEPMATAOUEV DG OVTOG EGTLV
&v 10 eTi, Kovoviay Exopey pet’ GAAAOV Koi T aipa Incod Tod viod adtod kabapilel Hudc dmd mhong
apoptiog. 8éav eimmpev 6Tt apoaptioy ovk Eyouev, E0VTOVE TAOVAUEY Kol 1 AANOEl0 00K E0TIV €V

NUIv. 9€av OUOAOYDEY TAG AOPTIOG LDV, TIOTOG 0TIV Kal dikalog tva aef UiV T apapTiog Kol
kaBapion Mg and maong adikiog. 10&av eimmpev 6Tt 0Oy MUUPTAKAUEV, YEDGTNV TOLODUEV AOTOV Kai O
AOY0G a0TOD OVK EGTIV &V TLAV.

5AnNd this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you: God is light, and in Him there is
no darkness at all. 61f we say we have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 91f we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 101f we say we have not
sinned, we make Him out to be a liar, and His word is not in us.

I Timothy 6:13-16
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131 charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14to keep the commandment unstained and free from
reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will display at the proper time—he who
is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16who alone has immortality, who
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen

John 8:12
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Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”
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