CMCS Houston Textual Studies

Surah Maryam part 4
Surah Maryam 19:66-98
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66. Man says : “ What ! When I am dead, shall I Then be raised up alive ?
O Gt & al5 Ui (e s8I U Sy 2K Yl -y
67. But does not man Call to mind that We Created him before Out of nothing ?
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68. So, by thy Lord, Without doubt, We shall gather Them together, and (also) The Evil Ones (with them)
; Then shall We bring them Forth on their knees Round about Hell ;
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69. Then shall We certainly Drag out from every sect All those who were worst In obstinate rebellion
Against (God) Most Gracious.
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70. And certainly We know best Those who are most worthy Of being burned therein.
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71. Not one of you but will Pass over it : this is, With thy Lord, a Decree Which must be accomplished.
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72. But We shall save those Who guarded against evil, And We shall leave The wrong-doers therein,
(Humbled) to their knees.
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73. When Our Clear Signs Are rehearsed to them, The Unbelievers say to those Who believe, “ Which of
the two Sides is best in point of Position ? which makes the best Show in Council ? ”

OuJJBU\QuA\eiuﬁw?gJﬁhﬂa\esj_Vi
74. But how many (countless) Generations before them Have We destroyed, Who were even better In
equipment and in glitter To the eye ?
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75. Say : “ If any men go Astray, (God) Most Gracious Extends (the rope) to them, Until, when they see
The warning of God (being Fulfilled)—either in punishment Or in (the approach of) The Hour,—they will
At length realise who is Worst in position, and (who) Weakest in forces !
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76. “ And God doth advance In guidance those who seek Guidance : and the things That endure, Good
Deeds, Are best in the sight Of thy Lord, as rewards, And best in respect of (Their) eventual returns.”
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77. Hast thou then seen The (sort of) man who Rejects Our Signs, yet Says : ““ I shall certainly Be given
wealth and children ” ?
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78. Has he penetrated to The Unseen, or has he Taken a contract with (God) Most Gracious ?
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79. Nay ! We shall record What he says, and We Shall add and add To his punishment.
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80. To Us shall return All that he talks of, And he shall appear Before Us bare and alone.
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81. And they have taken (For worship) gods other than God, to give them Power and glory !
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82. Instead, they shall reject Their worship, and become Adversaries against them.
Section 6
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83. Seest thou not that We Have set the Evil Ones on Against the Unbelievers, To incite them with fury ?
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84. So make no haste Against them, for We But count out to them A (limited) number (of days).
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85. The day We shall gather The righteous to (God) Most Gracious, like a band Presented before a king
for honours,

O 1235 s Ll Gm Al (55055 A%
86. And We shall drive The sinners to hell, Like thirsty cattle Driven down to water,—
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87. None shall have the power Of intercession, but such a one As has received permission (or promise)
From (God) Most Gracious.
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88. They say : “ (God) Most Gracious Has begotten a son ! ”
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89. Indeed ye have put forth A thing most monstrous !
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90. At it the skies are ready To burst, the earth To split asunder, and The mountains to fall down In utter
ruin,
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91. That they should invoke A son for (God) Most Gracious.

O 183 3% o a5l i ey -4
92. For it is not consonant With the majesty of (God) Most Gracious that He Should beget a son.
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93. Not one of the beings In the heavens and the earth But must come to (God) Most Gracious as a
servant.
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94. He does take and account Of them (all), and hath Numbered them (all) exactly.
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95. And everyone of them Will come to him singly On the Day of Judgment.
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96. On those who believe And work deeds of righteousness, Will (God) Most Gracious Bestow Love.
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97. So have We made The (Qur-an) easy In thine own tongue, That with it thou mayest give Glad tidings
to the righteous, And warnings to people Given to contention.
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98. But how many (countless) Generations before them Have We destroyed ? Canst thou Find a single
one of them (Now) or hear (so much As) a whisper of them ?

Abdul Haleem’s translation:

% Man says, ‘What? Once I am dead, will I be brought back to
life?” ““but does man not remember that We created him when he
was nothing before? By your Lord [Prophet] We shall gather them
and the devils together and set them on their knees around Hell;
% We shall seize out of each group those who were most disobedient
towards the Lord of Mercy— "We know best who most deserves to
burn in Hell— "but every single one of you” will approach it, a
decree from your Lord which must be fulfilled. 2 We shall save the
devout and leave the evildoers there on their knees.

“*When Our revelations are recited to them 1n all their clarity, [all
that] the disbelievers say to the believers [is], ‘Which side 1s better
situated? Which side has the better following?’ ™ We have destroyed
many a generation before them who surpassed them in riches and
outward glitter! 7 Say [Prophet|, “T'he Lord of Mercy lengthens [the
lives] of the misguided, until, when they are confronted with what
they have been warned about— either the punishment [in this life] or
the Hour [of Judgement|— thev realize who 1s worse situated and



who has the weakest forces.” " But God gives more guidance to those
who are guided, and good deeds of lasting merit are best and most
rewarding in your Lord’s sight. ?” Have you considered the man who
rejects Our revelation, who says, ‘I will certainly be given wealth and
children’? ™ Has he penetrated the unknown or received a pledge to
that effect from the Lord of Mercy? ? No! We shall certainly record
what he says and prolong his punishment: * We shall inherit from
him all that he speaks of and he will come to Us all alone.

81'They have taken other gods beside God to give them strength,
2but these gods will reject their worship and will even turn against
them. * Have you [Prophet]| not seen how We send devils to incite
the disbelievers to sin? **'There 1s no need for you to be impatient
concerning them: We are counting down their [allotted] time. ¥ On
the Day We gather the righteous as an honoured company before the
Lord of Mercy *and drive the sinful like a thirsty herd into Hell,
*no one will have power to intercede except for those who have
permission” from the Lord of Mercy.

% The disbelievers say, “The Lord of Mercy has offspring.’? # How
terrible 1s this thing you assert: * it almost causes the heavens to be
torn apart, the earth to split asunder, the mountains to crumble to
pieces, ' that they attribute offspring to the Lord of Mercy. * It does
not befit the Lord of Mercy [to have offspring]: *there 1s no
one in the heavens or earth who will not come to the Lord of
Mercy as a servant— **He has counted them all: He has numbered
them exactly— *and they will each return to Him on the Day of
Resurrection all alone.

% But the Lord of Mercy will give love to those who believe and do
righteous deeds: * We have made it¢ easy, in your own language
[ Prophet], so that you may bring glad news to the righteous and
warnings to a stubborn people. * How many generations We have
destroyed before them! Do you perceive a single one of them now, or
hear as much as a whisper?




The biblical passage which Ida thinks mostly closely shares the themes of the above

2 Peter 1:16 — 3:16

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
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17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the
Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves heard this very
voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 219And we have the prophetic word
more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2:1But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon
themselves swift destruction. 2And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth
will be blasphemed. 3And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from
long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to
chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5if he did not spare the ancient world, but
preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of
the ungodly; 6if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction,
making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7and if he rescued righteous Lot,
greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8(for as that righteous man lived among them day
after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9then the
Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the
day of judgment, 10and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.

[Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11whereas angels, though
greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12But
these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about
matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13suffering wrong as the
wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes,
reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you. 14They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin.
They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 15Forsaking the right
way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from
wrongdoing, 16but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice
and restrained the prophet’s madness.

17These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has
been reserved. 18For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who
are barely escaping from those who live in error. 19They promise them freedom, but they themselves are
slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20For if, after they have
escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21For it
would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to
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turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22What the true proverb says has happened to
them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”]

3: 1This is now the second letter that | am writing to you, beloved. In both of them | am stirring up
your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and
the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3knowing this first of all, that scoffers
will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4They will say, “Where is the
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from
the beginning of creation.” 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and
the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the
world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth
that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness
and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Some passages about blasphemy

The unforgiveable blasphemy: Matthew 12:22-32

22Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so
that the man spoke and saw. 23And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of
David?” 24But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that
this man casts out demons.” 25Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26And if Satan casts out Satan, he
is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27And if | cast out demons by Beelzebul, by
whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 28But if it is by the Spirit of God
that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 290r how can someone enter a strong
man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his
house. 30Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
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31Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against
the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

The blasphemy of claiming to be God’s Son: Matthew 26:59-67

59Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they
might put him to death, 60but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two
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came forward 61and said, “This man said, ‘T am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three
days.’”” 62And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men
testify against you?”
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63But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us
if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then
the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You
have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67Then
they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68saying, ‘“Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is
it that struck you?”

The blasphemy of claiming equality with God: John 10:22-39

22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking
in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do
not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they
follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of
the Father’s hand.
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30I and the Father are one.”

31The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many
good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33The Jews answered him, “It
is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make
yourself God.”
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34Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35If he called them gods
to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36do you say of him whom the Father
consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,” because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37If |
am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38but if | do them, even though you do not
believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and | am in the
Father.” 39Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.

[The Scripture to which Jesus was referring: Psalm 82

1:050" 078 2722 PR"NTY2 231 079K ARRY MAMN

JT T

2:7907IRWA DOYYT 2391 PTI0swn NIy
327780 W) Y o) D10y

7T OF


http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-61.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-62.htm
https://biblehub.com/texts/matthew/26-63.htm
https://biblehub.com/texts/matthew/26-64.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-63.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-64.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-65.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-66.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-67.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/26-68.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-22.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-23.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/texts/john/10-30.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-30.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-31.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-32.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/texts/john/10-34.htm
https://biblehub.com/texts/john/10-35.htm
https://biblehub.com/texts/john/10-36.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-34.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-36.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-37.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-38.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-39.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/82-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/82-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/82-3.htm

ANDRT DOYYY TR M 217072
5:78 101792 101HY 152000 MWD 02 89 1 W KD
6:0272 M37Y °127 DAX V2K "RIONTIN
723950 DT TR PN DTND 198
807507723 20N AN INT MRV DR P
1God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:
2“How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
3Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;
maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.

4Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

5They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6l said, “You are gods,

sons of the Most High, all of you;

7nevertheless, like men you shall die,

and fall like any prince.”

8Arise, O God, judge the earth;

for you shall inherit all the nations!]
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