CMCS Houston Text Studies
Surah Maryam (19) part 2
Surah Maryam 19:16-40
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16. Relate in the Book (The story of) Mary, When she withdrew From her family To a place in
the East.
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17. She placed a screen (To screen herself) from them ; Then We sent to her Our angel, and he
appeared Before her as a man In all respects.
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18. She said : ““ I seek refuge From thee to (God) Most Gracious : (come not near) If thou dost
fear God.”
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19. He said : “ Nay, [ am only A messenger from thy Lord, (To announce) to thee The gift of a
holy son.”
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20. She said : “ How shall I Have a son, seeing that No man has touched me, And I am not
unchaste ?
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21. He said : “ So (it will be) : Thy Lord saith, ¢ That is Easy for Me : and (We Wish) to appoint
him As a Sign unto men And a Mercy from Us ’ : It is a matter (So) decreed.”
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22. So she conceived him, And she retired with him To a remote place.

O it ki &uf5 18 38 G 14 08 A3 £30 ) il alale vy
23. And the pains of childbirth Drove her to the trunk Of a palm-tree : She cried (in her anguish)
: “ Ah ! would that I had Died before this ! would that I had been a thing Forgotten and out of
sight ! ”
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24. But (a voice) cried to her From beneath the (palm-tree) : “ Grieve not ! for thy Lord Hath
provided a rivulet Beneath thee ;
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25. “ And shake towards thyself The trunk of the palm-tree : It will let fall Fresh ripe dates upon
thee.
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26. “ So eat and drink And cool (thine) eye. And if thou dost see Any man, say, ‘ I have Vowed a
fast to (God) Most Gracious, and this day Will I enter into no talk With any human being.” ”
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27. At length she brought The (babe) to her people, Carrying him (in her arms). They said : “ O
Mary ! Truly an amazing thing Hast thou brought !

O G et B8 g o 30 Toal gl GG G550 &dl YA
28. “ O sister of Aaron ! Thy father was not A man of evil, nor thy Mother a woman unchaste !
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29. But she pointed to the babe. They said : “ How can we Talk to one who is A child in the
cradle ?”
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30. He said : “ I am indeed A servant of God : He hath given me Revelation and made me A
prophet ;
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31. “ And He hath made me Blessed wheresoever I be, And hath enjoined on me Prayer and
Charity as long As I live ;
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32. “ (He) hath made me kind To my mother, and not Overbearing or miserable ;
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33. “ So Peace is on me The day I was born, The day that I die, And the day that I Shall be raised
up To life (again) !
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34. Such (was) Jesus the son Of Mary : (it is) a statement Of truth, about which They (vainly)
dispute.
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35. It is not befitting To (the majesty of) God That He should beget A son. Glory be to Him !
When He determines A matter, He only says To it, “ Be ”, and it is.
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36. Verily God is my Lord And your Lord : Him Therefore serve ye : this is A Way that is
straight.

O pebi o3 2655 o 15588 Call 3385560 (e G 338 A 1Y
37. But the sects differ Among themselves : and woe To the Unbelievers because Of the
(coming) Judgment Of a momentous Day !

O o a3 a5l & salllal (81 g 055 sl g sl 1A
38. How plainly will they see And hear, the Day that They will appear before Us ! But the unjust
to-day Are in error manifest !
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39. But warn them of the Day Of Distress, when The matter will be determined : For (behold,)
they are negligent And they do not believe !
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40. It is We Who will inherit The earth, and all beings Thereon : to Us will they All be returned.



Abdul Haleem’s translation
'*Mention in the Quran the story of Mary. She withdrew from

her family to a place to the east 7and secluded herself away; We sent
Our Spirit to appear before her in the form of a perfected man. " She
said, ‘I seek the Lord of Mercy’s protection against you: if you have
any fear of Him [do not approach]!” "but he said, ‘I am but a Mes-
senger from your Lord, [come] to announce to you the gift of a pure
son.” ?She said, ‘How can I have a son when no man has touched
me? | have not been unchaste,’ ?* and he said, “This 1s what your Lord
said: “It is easy for Me— We shall make him a sign to all people, a
blessing from Us.” #And so it was ordained: she conceived him.
She withdrew to a distant place #and, when the pains of childbirth
drove her to [cling to] the trunk of a palm tree, she exclaimed, ‘I wish
I had been dead and forgotten long before all this!” #*but a voice cried
to her from below, ‘Do not worry: your Lord has provided a stream
at your feet #and, if you shake the trunk of the palm tree towards
you, it will deliver fresh ripe dates for you, **so eat, drink, be glad,
and say to anyone you may see: “I have vowed to the Lord of Mercy
to abstain“ from conversation, and I will not talk to anyone today.”

?7She went back to her people carrying the child, and they said,
‘Mary! You have done something terrible! 2 Sister? of Aaron! Your
father was not an evil man; your mother was not unchaste!” #* She
pointed at him. They said, ‘How can we converse with an infant?’¢
[But] he said: ‘I am a servant of God. He has granted me the
Scripture; made me a prophet; *' made me blessed wherever I may
be. He commanded me to pray, to give alms as long as I live, *to
cherish my mother. He did not make me domineering or graceless.
3 Peace was on me the day I was born, and will be on me the day I
die and the day I am raised to life again.” *Such was Jesus, son
of Mary.

[ This 1s] a statement of the Truth about which they are in doubt:
31t would not befit God to have a child. He is far above that: when
He decrees something, He says only, ‘Be,” and it is. *‘God is my
Lord and your Lord, so serve Him: that is a straight path.’ ¥ But




factions have differed among themselves. What suffering will come
to those who obscure the truth when a dreadful Day arrives! * How
sharp of hearing, how sharp of sight they will be when they come
to Us, although now they are clearly off course! Warn them
[Muhammad] of the Day of Remorse when the matter will be
decided, *for they are heedless and do not believe. *It is We
who will inherit the earth and all who are on it: they will all be
returned to Us.

Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-21
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261n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And
the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the
Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of
greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born¢ will be called holy—the Son of
God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with
God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.
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1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went
to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,2 who was with child. 6And
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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